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The SCOTTISH DEERHOUND: Its History and Preservation 

 
Part 1: Historical Origins 
The development of Sighthounds and the emergence of the Deerhound as a breed: the historical 
aspect of the “deerhound” versus the “Deerhound”.  

Historical Reprints: 400BC Xenophon; 180AD Arrian; Phebus; Twici; Edmund Duke of 
York; Turbervile; Markham  
Modern commentary: Brixhe; Clutton-Brock; Merlen; Conni Miller; Przezdziecki  

 
Part 2: The Working Deerhound: from Deer Coursing to Deer Stalking  
The natural history of the quarry, the terrain, deer coursing, deer stalking, Deer Forests, Forest 
and hunting law. 

Historical Reprints:  Twici; Turbervile; Alexander MacIntosh; MacNeill of Colonsay; 
Scrope; Crealock; Grimble; Lochiel.  
Modern Commentary: Gilbert; Duff Hart-Davis; Cassels, Cummings, Almond 

 
Part 3: The Preservation of the “Working Deerhound” 
3.1 The efforts to preserve the working deerhound in Scotland through the 1800’s 

Historical Reprints: 1839 Scrope - MacNeill of Colonsay; 1842 Chambers Information 
for the People; 1845 Youatt; 1846 Charles St. John; 1846 Edward Jesse; 1847 Byng Hall; 
1857 Richardson; 1865 Robertson; 1874 R.F.B.; 1880 Alexander MacRae 

3.2 From the 1880’s to competitive hare coursing (1950s) to maintain function, until The Red 
Deer (Scotland) Act, 1959 that banned coursing deer with dogs; The Protection of Wild 
Mammals (Scotland) Act 2002 & The Hunting (UK) Act 2004, banning the hunting of any 
mammal with dogs in Scotland & the UK 

Historical Reprints: 1883 Saltoun; 1888 Grimble; 1890 James Anderson as told by David 
Brown; 1893 Crealock; 1896 Cameron of Lochiel up to the 1950s including McNally (on 
Angelo at Culachy); Cassels; Malcolm Douglas 

3.3 The working Deerhound in North America 
Historical Reprints: 1890 Thomas Wilson; 1891 van Hummell; 1893 George 
MacDougall; 1897 Dr. Hans Maria von Kadich; 1905 Roosevelt; 1910 C.F. Gordon  

3.4 Efforts to revive the working Deerhound in Europe 
Historical Reprints: 1892 Captain Franz B. Laska 

3.5 Working Deerhounds in Australia  
Historical Reprints: W. Beilby; Cecil Davies; Percy Palmer; Thomson; Venables  

 
Part 4: The Making of the Modern Deerhound 
4.1 The Hickman/Hood-Wright and Captain Graham debate on Deerhounds and the re-creation of 
the Irish Wolfhound, the first dog shows and breeders of the mid 1800s. 
4.2 The formation of the Deerhound Club, establishing the Breed Standard and the development 
of the Scottish Deerhound as a modern breed. 

Historical Reprints: 1857 & 1864 “Stonehenge”; 1872 “Idstone”; 1881 Graham; 1881 
Hickman; 1885 letters from the Stock Keeper (Hickman / Hood-Wright); 
1891“Whinstone”; 1891 Bell; 1894 Cupples; 1894 Graham; 1903 Hickman and Hood 
Wright; 1904 Compton; 1907 Leighton, Rawson, Salter; 1948 Loughrey  

 
Part 5: Visualising the Deerhound   
5.1 The anatomy of the Deerhound, the skeleton of Landseer's Deerhound "Hafid",  
Weston Bell's comparison of the Greyhound and Deerhound; Deerhound skulls from the 1890s 
5.2 Form, Function and "Type"- a discussion 
5.3 The Deerhound Standard and changes over time; chronological changes; analysis by Conni 
Miller, R.W. Cole 



 3

5.4 Visualizing the Standard: a section-by-section discussion of the points of the standard  
5.5 Coat Colour in Deerhounds ( Reprint: R. Joedicke) 
5.6 Showing the Deerhound: preparation & techniques  
5.7 Evaluating Deerhounds in the Show Ring: a judge's perspective 
 
Part 6: Living with Deerhounds  
6.1 Deerhound character: historical commentaries; the single Deerhound; multiple Deerhounds 
6.2 Deerhound Ages and Stages: developmental – mental and physical growth stages – a 
photographic progression; evaluating puppies – hands-on and observation 
6.3 Rearing and husbandry: socialisation and living with children; training for livability and 
safety; feeding; exercise for puppies and adults; 
 Reprints (on rearing): Everett; Loughrey; Hyatt-Huntington; Noble; Bell; Hartley 
6.4 Choosing a Deerhound: puppy or adult? male or female? companion &/or show? 
6.5 Longevity: old age – how to get there and then how to enjoy it 
6.6 Breeding and screening 
 
Part 7: Deerhound Health
7.1 Physiological differences between Deerhounds/Sighthounds and other non- Sighthound 
breeds 
7.2. An ABC of Health Issues covering an extensive discussion of problems which appear to 
occur more frequently in Deerhounds and certain other Deerhound “needs” and idiosyncrasies 
7.3 Results of Deerhound Health Studies (USA & UK) 
 
Part 8: The Modern Working Deerhound: Open Field / Live Coursing, Lure-Coursing, 
Racing, Competitive Obedience              
8.1 Competitive Field Coursing: lure coursing, open field/live coursing 
8.2 Training for coursing 

Modern commentary Cassels, Noble, Stable & Stuttard, Bonacarti etc. 
8.3 Training for obedience  
 
Part 9: The Deerhound in Art & Literature 
9.1 The “deerhound” / Deerhound in Graphic Art: a chronological depiction of the breed from 
800 AD to modern times through the eyes of over sixty artists with emphasis on Ansdell, 
Crealock, Dicksee, Hardy, Herring, Landseer; Steele, Tayler, Wardle, Weir, etc. Featuring 
original fine artwork by Linda Deleau especially commissioned for this work   
9.2 Deerhounds in Sculpture  
9.3 Deerhound Artifacts providing a photographic record of interesting Deerhounds “artifacts” 
and “bric-a-brac” including the Coalbrookdale Iron Table, Robinson’s Chevy Chase Sideboard, 
Caledonia china, pottery, glove holders, walking sticks, tiles, textiles, jewelry, buttons, trophies. 
9.4 Deerhounds in Literature: as depicted in both fact and fiction. 
9.5 Deerhounds in Poetry with reprints of the works of Valerie Gillies, Archer Milton 

Huntington, and Stewart Gaudin’s “Deerhounds in Gaelic poetry” etc. 
9.6 Deerhounds in Film 
9.7 Deerhounds in Advertising 
 
Part 10: Deerhounds Around the World  
A history of Deerhounds in various parts of the world through National Kennel Club/Studbook 
registrations over time, Breed Club history, key early breeders/importers, exhibitors, personalities 
and their impact on the breed. A discussion of “Great Deerhounds” (as selected by peers of the 
era), key import – export history and hunting history if any: United Kingdom, North America, 
Australia, Europe: Austria, France, Germany, Holland, Switzerland; Scandinavia  

Reprint: A Guide to Deerhound Kennel Prefixes (Frye, Kopf)                                                                              

Part 11. The Future: 



What lies in store for the Scottish Deerhound in a world where the true function of the breed has 
become a prohibited activity. Does function really matter? 
 
Part 12.  Bibliography: 
A compendium of over 300 books and articles that refer to the Scottish Deerhound 
 
Contributors Biographies: 
Bodegård, Bonacarti, Bosch and Hartley, Cassels, Cohen, Devaux, Dillberger, Finney, Fritsch, 
Frye, Gaudin, Girling, Guthrie, Hawke, Hawkins, Heidenreich, Joedicke, Kopf, Oess, Pascoe, 
Ross, Stasytis, Stephenson, Thompson, Thomson 
 
Photographic contributors: Fall, Greenlaw, Gauss, Dickson, Surfman, Trow, and Wells 
 
Subscribers: 
The final section of the book will be an offering to subscribers of two space options that enable 
(a) the inclusion of a business card ($200.) or (b) one quarter to sixth of a page depending on 
book size for $500. if there is sufficient interest. This is an opportunity for breeders to list their 
kennel, provide a tribute to their “best” or individuals to recognize a favorite pet and entitles the 
subscriber to a complimentary copy. The proceeds support the publication of this book and will 
enable higher quality and more colour plates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mail to: 
Fern Hill YES! I am interested in reserving: 
R.R.#1, Bailieboro, 
Ontario, Canada ecaps drac ssenisub a   ‮  
K0L 1B0      
        one sixth of a page 
        
e-mail to bh@fernhill.com     a copy of the book, but no ad 

 
DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY AT THIS TIME!! 

 This is simply a declaration of interest that will result in space being reserved for you.
You will be contacted at a later date for copy and payment. 
 
Deirdre and her babies by Linda Deleau 
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